


Christmas Trees

The first Christmas trees appeared in Germany in the early sixteenth
century. For us today, the Christmas tree is a reminder of the tree on
which Christ was crucified. “He himself bore our sins in his body on
the tree, so that we might die to sins and live for righteousness”

(1 Peter 2:24). The lights on the tree remind us that Jesus is “the
Light of the World"” (John 8:12).

The Christmas tree is a wonderful symbol and reminder of our
salvation and the hope we have through Jesus Christ! For our
celebration of our Savior's birth this year, we would like to fill the altar

area with trees. Would you be willing to donate a new or gently

used pre-lit, artificial tree? The first Sunday of Advent is
November 29, so please see Pastor Allynn by November 15.

Thanks Gathering

Our wonderful tradition, the Thanks Gathering, will be held
Saturday, November 21" at 6:30 p.m. Meat, drinks, and all
serviceware will be provided. Please sign up for salads,
vegetables or desserts by Sunday, November 15. Join us for
a great night of fellowship and thanksgiving.



Thanksgiving Community Service &
Chiloren’s Choir

This year’'s community Thanksgiving service will be held at
Bethany, November 25, 7:00 p.m. Instead of an adult choir,
we will have the children from the area churches sing one or
two simple anthems near the beginning of the service.
LeAnn Halvorson has agreed to lead this and has recruited
our praise team to accompany.

The rehearsal plan is to have all children who are
participating gather at Bethany on Wednesday night,
November 18, 7:15 p.m. for a half hour rehearsal with the
praise team. Then on the night of the service, they will
practice again at 6:30 p.m. The song itself will happen very
early in the service so that the children can then go sit with
their families.

Update on the youth minister position

To date, we have only received one resume. As a result, we have
refreshed the position description. We have resubmitted it to
McKendree and Greenville colleges, the lllinois Great Rivers
Conference, and to the Youth Specialties internet job site. We have
also sent it to several additional colleges and seminaries in the St.
Louis area, and another Christian internet job site.

We also have plans for the Youth Council to meet with Pastor Matt
Henson of Real Life UMC in Waterloo, Wednesday, November 11. We
are going to discuss the possibility of our youth groups combining for
some special events.

Keep up your prayers that God shows us everything we should do and
that He sends us the right person at the right time.
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Ignition

On Saturday, October 24, 2009 Lynette Stueber and Donna Roth took
four students (Allie Sparr, Tiffani Brewer, Tyler Roth & Matthew
Budnicki) to Ignition at the Troy United Methodist Church. Ignition is
a conference for Middle School students (grades 6™ — 8"), It was an
exciting day of worship, praise, and teaching. Ignition is designed to
draw students closer to Christ. Worship was provided by Harvest and
the guest speaker was Ricky Spindler.

Ricky grew up on a farm in southern Indiana. Forced to overcome a lot
at a young age, Ricky beat the odds and gave his life to Christ at
fourteen. At fifteen he was called into full-time ministry.

Ricky has lived in Urbana since the fall of 2003 and is currently the
student ministries pastor at Stone Creek Church. His passion is to see
the lives of young people truly changed and to raise up leaders that
will set the tone for the next generation.

The next time you see one of the kids who attended Ignition, ask them,
“What time is it" and ask them to explain.

Also, if you get a chance, ask Lynette how she did roller skating.




Xtreme Winter Conference

The youth are heading to Branson for the Xtreme Winter
Conference December 27 - 29, See Lynette now about going
with us to see and hear amazing Christian bands and
speakers.

Congratulations......

to Andrew, Peter, Lauren, Kaylee and the rest of the
Columbia Marching Eagles on taking first at the
Pinckneyville Parade October 31,
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Thank you! Thank yvou! Thank you!

Once more the people of Bethany have made the Rummage Sale a huge success!
So thank you for all your donations and all your hard work, it wouldn't happen
without everyone doing their part.

But this Rummage Sale was aboul more than just the sale of leftover stuff. It was
a blessing from God! Twice now the clothing has been given away - free, no
charge - and twice now more money was brought in than from any previous sale.
God's blessing! And it was about blessing the people who came to the sale,
because we did hear people say “l am in need and this meets my need”, And it
was also about fellowship - God's people joining together to do His work and God
blessed that too.

So once more thank you to all who helped.

God bless you!

Lisa
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o‘ﬁ.g.h.may. Cleanup
It had been an extremely rainy week and | was beginning to wonder when and if
the sun would shine again. But, lo and behold, the clouds cleared one Saturday
morning in October as a group of ten of us dared to be "fashion don'ts”. We hit
the highway with our orange florescent vests to pick up trash and see what
"treasures” we might find. After several miles on foot, many aluminum cans and
several bags of trash later we had the job done. Thanks to all who came out that
morning. | enjoyed your company and greatly appreciated your work for our
church and community.

Betsy Banks George



